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Boycotts 7« Construction
(By M. K. Gandhi)

An Andhra friend in his wgent invitation asking me
to be present at the forthcoming Gapjam District
Conference writes as follows :

wThe best part of our Congress work in connect-
ion with the constractive programme was done in
places round Hiramandslam. Majority of tho people
wear Khaddar. You are probably aware that

Andhradesa is not in love with Councils-work. It

belongs to no-change party. 1t never excuses you

for dropping the Boyecotts. Our hope lies in

Constructive work.  JPeople are getting disheartened.

Their enthusiasm is at a low ebb, Hiramandalam is a

great Khaddar producing centre.  The Fiska

Congress Committee manufactures several varieties of

Khaddar and has one of the best shops in the

district, 1t has also a National School, It is a

Vaisya (Bauia) centre. They are almost all Khaddar-

walahs, But what good? Their enthusiesm for

Swaraj is well-nigh extinguished, Without the

Boycotts people have no faith in constructive work.

Our efforts to rekindle enthusiasm are wnavailiog, 1

have surrendered all my worldly prospeets, been

rendered utterly destitute and still at the work
hoping against hope to achieve Swaraj.”

I have informed him that it is impossible for me
to. be present at the Ganjam District Conference however
much I should like to be able to do so. I am with
great difficulty, and for mie in slow stages, finishing the
remaining and indispensable part of the tour programme
for tho year after which 1 hope to have rest from
_incessant travelling., 1 am, therefore, sorry to have to
disappoint the Andhra friends. But I have reproduced

_the foregoing extract not for the parprse of advertising
the necessity of rest for my tired limbs, but in order to
remove the confusion of thought that has enabled the
writer t0 atiribute want of interest in constructive work
to the suspension of boycotts by the Congress. In the
first place, if Andhra Desh has no love for Council

work tho Congress does not compel it to manu
facture love for Couneils, It merely anthorizes
,those who believe in Council work to take it
up on behalf of acd in the pame of the Con-
.gress, It withdraws the prohibition from = those who

gave up such work not out of faith but merely out of

loyalty to the Congress. It prohibits people frem
wsing the name of the Congress to condemn entry into
the legislative hodies and lastly it encourages those who
believe in such political work to prosecate it with zeal,
But it does not jn sny way fetter a eingle Congresss
man’s couscience. Those must have a poor faith in them-
selves whose zeal is damped for want of extrancous
sapport, Moveover, the writer forge's that the Congress
has not . only mnot dropped hoyeott of  foreign
cloth, but it will Dbless and issue a certificate of
merit to those who will achieve that boycott. 1 am
striving my lest to deserve that certificate and 1 invite
everybody to join me in the endeavour. That boycott
can bo achieved only when Khaddar becomes popular
enough to be uoiversal. Hence the ioanguration of the
All-India Spinners' Association. Every boyeott has its
copstructive side, The Association will devote its best
energy to the constructive effort, What have the other buy-
cotts—for instance that of titles ov schools or law-courts—
to do with the manufacture end wearing of Ehaddar ?
The beauty of these hoycotts lies in their individuality
and capacity to stand alone. The individual taking part
in any or all of them always benefits, and when a
sufliciently large number take part in  them the nation
becomes fit  for Swaraj, Blind enthusiasm and blind
faith can lead to no lasting good.  Itis, thercfora,
neessary  to  realise that the comstructive programme
by itself has un inestimable value even apart from its
undoubled capacity to fit ué for S waraj.

The writer has done well in  surrcodering  all
his  worldly prospects and ia remdering himself utterly
destitute.  But let him cousider that sacrifice to
be its own veward, Thouvtands upon thousands will
have t0  do likewise before Swaraj is attained by the .
pation. He who hus sncrificed lis all for Swarsj has
cerfoinly attained it for himself. There is no need,
therefore, for such a one t¢ *hope sgainst hope, for if
his eacrifice is voluntary and intelligent it is all hope
without any disappointment. One's faith has got to ke
bright and intelligent before it can enkindle faith in
others, Those thercfore who helieve in Khaddar and
other parts of the programme of 1921 must be able to
stand unmoved ipspite of wvariations in the policy,
politics and programme of the Congre:s,
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_ Notes

‘A Correction

1In the issne of 8th October in my Bihar notes I
have said, “In Ranchi I was taken to Golounda'. This was
a stopid slip on my part. The Bihari friends are now
langhing at my geographical ignorasce and tell me
that Goleanda is pot mear Ranchi but near Purulia. I
owe an apology to Puralia for the blunder. When,
however, several villages and several places in the same
village or town have to be visited in the same day and
these performances follow in quick succession it is difficnlt
for one to remember all the places accurately. I am
therefore obliged to omit the mention of the names of
many places and persons and simply confine myself to
narration of events because at the moment I do not
remember either the pames of places or persons con-
cerned. When therefore people find that the names of
persons or places that in their opinion I should have
mentioned have been omilted, let them understand that
often the omission is unintentional and that it is due
purely to my weak memory.

Spinning Essay
* The reader will remember that early this year Sjt.
Rewanshanker Jogjivan anponnced a prize of one
thousand rupees to bs given to the writer of the best
essay on hand-spinning, its history and its use. These
were the terms:

(1) The essay should be in Xoglish ia four
parts; the first part to contain the history of hand.
spinping and the Khaddar ( meaning hand-spun,
ineluding the celebrated Shubsum of Dacea) trade of
India before the British advent, the second part
should trace the history of the rain of hand-spinuing
and the Khaddar trade, the third part should be an
examination of the possibilities of hand-spinning and
Khaddar and s comparison between the Indian mill-
industry and haod-spinning and hand-weaving, the
fourth part should examine the possibilities of
achieving boycott of foreign cloth through the
spinping-wheel.  The essay shouvld be supported by
authoritative statistics and should have an appendix
containing a list of all the reference broks and
authorities vsed by the aathor in sapport of his
argument.

(2) The essay may be as brief as the competitors
wish to make it, consistently with the giviog of a
full record of facis and figures,

(#) The essay should be sent to the office of
Young India by registered bookpost with the anthor's
name on a separate sheet and should reach the office
of Youny Imdia not loter than 15th Mareh next.
The judges will be Messrs. Shaokerlal Baoker,
Maganlal K. Gandhi and myself. The result will be
anpoupced not later than Slst March 1925, The
judges will reserve {o themselves the right of
rejecting all the essays if they fall below a eertain
standavd,  The prize will be paid to the winner on
the announcement thereof. The right of publication
will vest in the All Tndia Khadi Board in accordasce
with the donor’s wishes.

Later Sjt. Ambalal Savabhai was invited also to

ael a8 judge apd he kindly contented. The time fixed
for the delivery of the essay was 15th March,

It was subsequently extended to 20th April and over sizty
estays were received within the stipulated time. Tach
one of the judges earried on an independent examination.
Two of ns awarded the first prize to one, the third
awarded the first prize to apother and the fourth to a
third. After mutual consultation we decided uvpon splitting
the prize and dishibuting it between Sit. S. V Pun-
tambekar apd Sjt. N, 8. Vardachari and the judges have
proprsed that either both of them or, if it is not possible
for them to do 30, whoever has the Jeisure and the
inclination should combine the essays and give for
publication the result of the combination. I sm sorry
that means a little more delay. All the delay that has
upto now taken place has been unpaveidable, The
exsmination had to be and was thorough. That by itself
tock a great deal of time. The delay thst has now
taken place i3 equally inevitable, the idea being to give
to the pablic a thoronghly geod compendiom on heand-
spioning, I congratuiate the prize-winners and I tender
my cobgratulations also to those who have not been ahle
to win the prize, for the effort made by them. For, some
of the essays show a great deal of diligence.

Spinners, Please note

Those who were in charge of the yarn that was
receivedd under the All-India Congress Committee
rasolution last year ask me to warn the spioners who
become members of the A. I 8. A, against sending yarn
that is not evenly spon and uoniform. A quantity of
bad yarn still lies noused, Just as bread that is stedgy
and ill-baked is no bread, similarly yarn that is not easily
woven i8 no yarn, and the condition of membership is
not thousand yards of self-spun yarn merely bnt thousand
yards per month of self-sspan  yarn well-twicted and
siiform for A class and two thousand yards yemly of
the same quality of self<spun yarn for B class members.
Thevefore if the Secvetaries ave to do their duty well,
it will be necessary for them nol to take yarn that is
considered to be below standard and the standard
while it need not be stiff will certainly be stiff enough
to meot the elementary reqairements of good weavable
yern. In  cash cabseription: a bad coin cannot be
sceepted o8 a proper tender nor can bad yara be accepted
as proper tender when subsription is payable in yarn,
What have you done?

If yon are a believer in spinning and if you have
faith in the A. I 5. A, have you joined the Association?
If you have not will you write why yon have not? If you
have ulreddy joined, beyond sending your quota of well-
gpun and upiform yarn of your own spinning what more
do you propose to do {0 mike Khaddar universal? Have
you invited the members of your own family and friends
to join? Are you askiog even the youngsters of your
family to labour for the sake of the conntry? It is no
mean training for the youngsters to learn during their
childhood the lesson of intelligent self-sacrifice and
anderstand the “power of organisation., Unorganised
half ‘hour's labour may mean nothing but labour given
to an organisation even from the remotest part of India
has a potency that ean vevolutionise national life. It is
no mean thing again for little children regularly every
day to remember their country in a tangible manner, It
will give them priceless discipline. In the act of demon-
strating to the children the virtue of the simple little
act of labour you will discover for yourself the implica.
tions of the Charkha which yon have little thought of,
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Pleass do not raise fn front of you a moontsin of diffigal

ties Ly ueking what wse your luboar can bo when all Indis
id lying fopine. It 15 e¢nough for ¥ou to do yoov Littla
best, the rest will take cave of itself, We have poi the
gavernane: of the aviverse in one hands bot we huve qur
own in gor hunds sad yow will  Gad thal that i3 about
al: it is possible for wy to do.  Bat it'is at the rame
time gll in all.  There iz much trath o the Lomely
English proverh:  Take varc cf the pennics, snd the
pousds will tale cave of themselses, :
Lohani at Jast

. After T had given np- sl hope of Sndisg Lohani
I received help from an wnespected quarter and I have
now before me foil details in the shepo of newgpuper
cottings. [ olderve that these cutcings sre based upin
my Lest vefergnve t¢ Lokenl in the pages of Feemg
Dfiv.  The writers of these nowspaper reporia svidesily
thooyht thet I would see (lieie reforeness.  They aro
obviously uoawure of the fuat that I do nob got the tima
t0 read the numerous newspapers which iho kind edilors
ad proprietors send mw In exchange for Yowny Tndia
‘or Nuvojivan. T huve often requested end I vepeat
the reynest that those who resk to give mo infonmation
or rorveod me or advite e thrangh -thelr weitingd in
nowspapers Will kindly dend me the cotiings in question,
The writer in one of the cuttings expresses his paprise
pod sstonishment thet I ghould not know where Lohaui
i, I share the regrei, Bui why setogichment? I
h:we belore mow admitted my ignorance of the geography
of my owi osnotry, In the vermscnlay school I hod
the barcst outlines of tha geagraphy of Judin sod i the
English sehon) from the very firgt standued 1 was
called mpon on pain of being caped to lewm by lomdt
the narnes of all the conntier of Fogiond and many
ather foreign namey whith it gave me hoadacho to
pronounco and remember. Nobody taught .me and 1
am suro wy teacher did not "kaow where Lohani was

Evon Bl-.iwnm ncar which, T now tee, Lobani is vitanced

was u.nknown to e before 1 wani- o the I'upjub. Lohaai
t‘han i.-:f-.mding to tha cotting in my possession 15 s
litle Hindu village, six miler from Bhimuni, | Tho
Hindn zamindars, the cotting procecds, introduced in
Lohani gome Musalmacs.  The Hindns and the Musal-
pyand  are now fighting over a piese of land whieh,
the Musalmany claim, i3 copseersted acd the Hiodud
glaim hes never vested to he their property. The wmatier
is before the ocourts, And their T uast lenve it, The
writer of the newspaper ariicle {nviler mo 0 inveatigate
the matier snd pronodvee my own apinion nyon it, If I
had the anthovivy which I thosght &t one time T
posgesied [ would certnjnly investignte nnd provest tho
quarrel from being decided in a court of law. Bat I
mingt now plesd my doeapacity. I would, howerer,
advise both the parlics to approach those in whom they
have coplidence and aeels thelr intervention.

A Total Denial ,

Wikth repard te the charges of brilbery, coreuption and
iolimidation broaght aeainst the Bwurajists of Madray in
caspection with the lato- Miaicipal election: snd reconlly
referred t0 in thete coimmns 1 have o logg letter from
Sit. . P. B, Domiswomy Mndeliar tebaily and specifeally
denying every one of thoza charges sod 0o the nontrary
holdiog. thut ‘the delested party was guilty, of tho verr
eliarss hrowght ugaings the Swarujists, The correspondeat
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contends’ char not only. the - illitersto: nipsces thl'eﬁ-—lu
tavir Tob with the Swarajists * bot so did also “many
lastyers, medigal practitionerd and many cthipent men,”
And he says that thoy did 50 hecanse they wers
diegusted with the tacties of she other pardy. 1 mm
not veprodncing the whole of the Jetter becanra T have no
desive 0 interest the readers of Ywung Frifa in u losal
yontroversy and to. opeu 5 coloming ror an interpinable
correapundence in it

The Goanese under Swarey
A Goun friend asg:, “Whar woald he yomr aititade
and that of ali indians towards the Gosoose who rogide
and earn their living in this connty ™ wheo Sware) is
ubtained £ Lo beiefest terms the fofwer 13, that the
sttitnde towseds thic Gownese #ill be ezmactly the some s
towardy any otlier lundiap, {ov ihe Clawnese are a3 prach
ichsbitentd of India  ws the dphsbitants of any other
purt, That they are wuder woothor turelgu. Government
pun make no differcnce in their Lrestmect.

then ic bas  been  rvepestedly stated in fhese eplumna
that Bwwrnj it nob inteaded for any one religion enly
hut for oll and thut those who are not born or domiciied
in Tndis wauld bo fnily protected, as foily a3 nhder the

present Hovernment, wiere they are not nndaly favoured,
What it da°
what thinking

Thy Consdese

That is tho Hwarmj of my conceplion,
wimarely  going  to Le depends upon
Liamapity in dodia doea in tha Jopg .ran,

It ihe fesy;
upderiping this quesion is due to difiorence of religion:

popalation hes the making of the Indiu of the foture’

a3 much in their hunds ws any other group, No one
poed wherelore w5k whul will beeome of him wader
Heare) because 0o one hud  idiots sl dbe ' Imghecile

will live on snflerunce, Lach one will gusrd hin own

individnal liberty, if' the gtate enercaches vypon It Not

wolil ooy people seigaive thet power of I‘E"Eli‘ltanﬂa will

Indis obtuin roul trecdom..

When Crime not Immoral | ]
A fair {riend sends e ¢ Crisp sopiogs ™ by Dan.

Grifiithe on eérime wad waotd ma to Aad roon for thom

in these pages. Here aro wome extracts  which a
Batyagrahi can vesdily subieribe to .-

“ Btate law s nob neceswarily mosal.
pecemarily immoral.”

Chrima 15 not

“Thovs ds a world of ﬂiHnrenaF beimeon  illegality

wnd immownlity,”

w Not all ilegalives aryg
moralitien weo filogud”

immoral aed wot &l im-
Who esn suy that whilst not to ceuwl on oue's hc:ll;r

st the diciaiion of an offiver :m:,-ht ba un illegality it
i also wn mnnnruh:: ! Ruther iz iv not lrme that eofusal

w0 orawl on opoe's hedy may be ilegul bmt it wonld be .

in ihe hwhe&t Gegree mors?
passage e the following:
ceime  factory,  Lhe wilitarist i3 a velaliva of tha
wvdover wud the hurg'm is the camplonient of the stoolk
jobher,”  Whe dhird esocepl rond gs follows

Anoiher ominating

« The thici o law i¢- mierely n porsun - who satigfies '

I3 pequisilive fuetinote fn weys not sapctioned by the
. The vea! thief {8 the peveon who tnkes
more oab of  dociety than ho wats inty it Put
i Booiety puniahes those whe . aumiy ity not those whe

¥ Modern sociosy 8 in o iwelf .

infure ity—tho vofadl | ond pob. the wiolzanle oflendors™
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Seven Social Sins s .
" Thoe 'same fair friend wants readers of

to know if they do not already, the following seven
social sins:

Polities withont Principles
Wealth without Work
Pleasure withont Conscience
Knowledge withont Character
Commerce  without Morality
Science withont Humanity
YWorship withont Sacrifice

Naturally, the friend does not want the readers to
know these things merely throngh the intellect but to
know thom throngh the heart so as to avoid them,

M. K. G,

Young India

That Eternal Question
(By M. K, Gandli )

However much I may wish to avoid it the Hindu
Muslim question will not avoid me. Muslim friends
insist wpon my intervention to slove it,  The Hindn
friends would have me discnss it with them and some
of them say I have sown the wind and most reap the
whirlwind.  Whilst [ was in Calentta a Bihar friend had
written to me in grief and apger telling me of the alleged
kidnappiog of Hinda boys and specially girls, I had written
to him telling him point blank that I did not. believe
those sllegations but that if he had proof and gave it
to me I would gladly examine it and if I .was satisfied
I wonld denounce it althongh I might not be able to do
any tapgible good.  Since then I have had outtings
from newspapers deseribing in harrowing detsil cases of
kidnapping. I had told the friend that newspaper extracts
oould not be accopted as any eviderce of the orime, that
in many cases newspaper paragraphs were inflammatory,
migleading and often absolutely false, There are Hinda
aul. Maslim sheets that delight in  blackguardiog
Musalmans aud Hindus respectively and if both of them
could be accepted as troe both the parties were loathesome
creatares. Buc 1 have proved to my owa satisfaction that
many of these reported cases are bighly exaggerated
if they are not faulte. I have therefore, asked for
such incontestable proofs as would be accepted in any
conrt of Jaw. The Titagarh case is certainly such a one.
A Hindu girl had been kidnapped. She iz suppozed to
have embraced Islam and inspite of the court's nrder
she has not been you produced 50 far as I am aware.
What i8 more, respectable people are concerned in the
non-production of the girl, When I was in Titagarh
uobody seemed prepared to shoulder the responsibility
aboat the girl. At Patoa {00 some startling information was
given to me with corroborative evidence. 1 refrain at the
present moment from going into it becanse it is not before
me in its completed form. Such cases set one athinking
snd need the attention of all well-wishers of the conntry,
There is then the question of music in front of mosques.
I have hesrd of a peremptory demand for total cessation
of musie, soft or lond, at any time whatsoover in front of
mosqued., There is too 8 demand for the stopping of
arate daving prayer hours in temples in the neighbonrhood

Young Intia

of mosques,
by & mosque early in the morning snd reeiting Ramnam
were stopped.

What is to be done?
such matters s a broken reed. If T allow my daughter
{0 be kidpapped snd then go to eourt for protection the
latter wounld be powerless or if the judge got angry OVer
my cowardice he would dismiss me from his presence
with deserved contempt, Courts deal with ordinary
crimes,  General kidnappiog of girls or boys is not an
ordinary crime.  People in such cases are expected t0
look after themsolves. Conris help those who are largely
able to help themselves.
protection.  So long as there are weak people so long
will there be some one to prey upon their weakaess,

The remedy therefore lies in organising for self-defence.

I could find itin me to justily the most violent defence
in sach cases unless the penple concerned are capable of
a non-violent defence. No doubt where girls or boys of
poor and helpless parents ave kidnapped, the case becomes
much move complicated, There the remedy has to be
found not by the individual but by a whole clan or caste,
A preseptation, however, of authentic cases of kidoapping
is a prime necessity before public opinion can be well:
orgavised.

The question of musie is much simpler than that of

kidnapping.
peating of Rammam is & religions necessity or it is not.

If it is a religious necessity no prohibition order by o

court of luw can be held obligatory. Music must be
played, arati most be made and HNamnam repeated, cost
what it may.

wonld march with Ramsim on their lips, supposing that
that was the bone of contention and draw down on
their heads the whole of the Musalman wrath, Bat if
they would not accept that formula they would
still proceed with the sacred name on their lips and
fight every inch of the ground.

fear of u row or becanse of an order of court is to deny
one's religion,

But then there is the other side to the question, Is
contivuing playing of ma:ie even while passing mosqoes
at prayer time always a religions necessity? I3 repeating
of frammeum & similar necessity 7 What abont the charge
that the fashion nowadays is to organise processions

purely for the sake of irritating Musalmans and to make

arati jost at the time of prayer und to ntter Ramnam not
because it is held religiously necessary but in order to
create an oceasion for a fight? If sach be the case it
will defeat its own end and natarslly the zest being
waniiog, a court's order, a military display or a shower of
brick-bats wonld end the irreligious show. i

A religions necessity must therefore be clearly
established. Every semblanca of irritation must be avoided.
A mutoal understanding should be sincerely sought.
And where it is pot po:sible, an irreducible minimam
should be fixed making due allowance for the  opposite
gontiment und then without seeking the intervention
of courts or inspite of a prohibition - order a fight must
be pat up for that minimum. Let no one charge

me with ever having advised or en¢ouraged weakness or

surrender on matters of principle. Bat I have said, as [

gay ogain, that every trifle most not be dignified into
a-prineiple,

I heard in Calentia that oven hoys ‘pﬂﬂlﬂga

Recourse to law oourts in-

Theirs is supplementary

Either contiguons music, arali or the re |

1f my formula were accopted e procession
of the meckest men and women, unarmed even with lathis |

But to stop music for

o
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Bihar Notes

Funetioni of Local Board Members

At Giridih the addresise presenfed 10 me conirined
Interesting references and thera was, also, ns in Chaibass,
An.Bddress from the Gloghals Czmmittee, The Loeal Board
address reforred to the bad coodition of ithe raads nader
its ohavge. The justifieation given was shortsge of fands.
I had no hesitation in veplying that shoriage of foads
Wi 00 evesss {or kesping the rowds in bad zepair when
Congressmen munned Logsd Boards.  After all rosds wers
national property, (ldogressmen were natione] servants and
when by enterizz Tnpsl Boardsthay chtained charge of roads
they wers expectod to keep them in good repair whesher
thore were fuods or mok, They might put up on every
good point A valland fght with the Govormmest bot
their constractive work showll ia no way b ulowed to
be deglected, I they fonnd thet they could wot properly
discharge their trust they must resign,  Want of fands
wek oo couse  {or  rvemignallon  besauso that conld he
male up for by voluntary effort.  Let the members
of euch boacds  take np ihe pioknxe and the
shovel, pgird wp thefr loins and themselves work
2t the ronds and eall a party. of volaonteers to ossist
them. They wiil earn the blessiogs of ihe pablie as alsoof
the dumb eattlo snd eommand the reapeet of tho sagorioy
authority.  Indeod in ell municipal work everywhere o
lorge pmit of ik is done by the eonneillors unoilicipl]y
and with the volnatary eupport of the public, The Jate
Mr. Josaph Chamberiain durned Birmingham into s clean
city etndded with statues and ather decorations, not meve-
1y through the paid sersive of tha Corporstion but Ly the

voluatary suppart, PEcaniAry nad uthcz, ol it4 citirers. The

Monicipality of Glasgow dealt with it plagne epidomio in o
Sty and exemaplucy [eshion only beosnge the mombery
of the corporsiion reccivod the willing sud umstinted
SUpport of ilé-citizens, The Maniedpality of Johannesbrryg,
within my owin esperience, dealt with similar trouble in
the same. snmmar_r,- manner, [t eoanted no wost too
great for the eradiestion of plagus, -—hurﬂu -:lmm its
market haildipgs nnd_. i location sud Db hehind it tha
resgorerg af ma determiged ellizens, 1 told my audienve
that theeefore 1 wap askiog for noihiop hervio of the
Looal Roard members by atking them 10 do the road
Tepair  themselves  with  the sssistance of Congress
Thluatears if they had oot esough fonds. If we t‘ﬂptnred
. Mugielpulitios and Ligeal Boards we et be able 1o give
o good sceount of ourselves in wll the condtruciive work
that waz entrosied to our chargs under nna.tuw:}' anshority,
Cow Protection
Tae Commitree of the Giridin Goshala eaid in ity
nddreea thak [k had sa sooosl weome of ouage thouzapd
rapees in donations gud an iscome of only two Lhoosaud
rupeed from milk etc. Tha tesdsr will vecull %hat
it i3 the game iale as that ol Chatbasa, Muach ery bot little
woal. An ideal Guoshala would topply the oity of itz
domiaile with ehonp wod sholesome mik from caltle of
its own keeping wnd chonp and lassing foot-wear nob ont
6f slunghtersd hide Tat out of the Lide of dead
catile. Beeh a (echala will pol be on une or Ewo .wored

cof ground in the heart of a oity or in i immediate

neightonrhoad bat it would haove st gome distanes, but
withio ensy veach, fifty to a hundred acres of groood
whereo & ingdarn duiry wnd & madern unnery  wouid
ba eaddneted on stricily basigess but nstional lines, Thns

sgmicst a change.

T T N T —

there 1mn1cl e w0 profle apd ne dividends ta e
pald and there wonld bo slso no 1983 lnearred. 1o the
tong ron swch institationz detted all over Todis would
Lo a tricmph of Hindvism and wenld be proof of Hinda
parceatness abost cow, that 14, cattle protection snd it
would provide decent employment for thonanda of men
including edacated mes; for both dairy and fapmery work
requite exzert Scjentifio knowledge. Not Denmesrl 1ot
India show'd bo u model State for tha floest duiry
ezperiments apd Iudia shoald pof to her shame have to
gEDOTH Nine oTore rovesd worth of dead cattle hide
gunually und for her own eonemnpiion wse slanghtered:
eattle hide. T sueh a stute of thicgs is 8 shame for.
India it i3 o greater shume for Hipdms, T wish that
all the Goshs’s Comnittess will take 1o heart the
romarks | mode in veply to the Giridih sddress and-
meke their (oshalas igtd idesl duiries and tennelez and
u refoge for &1 wirn cuié and maimed entile,
Who should spin ?

A third inkeresting teferenee in the Gieidih addveess
was to non-spioninyg by its labourvers. {iridih had Boverul
mica mised,  I§ hay fhersfore many lobonrvers sorking
in thoss mines.  These laborarera get notnrally wbigher
wage than tloy onn possibly get from spinning and they
are therefure oot spinoing ab all, A3 a matfsr of fuet
there need have Lean no sach sprlogelic relsrenve as
was made in Lhe addre s, Toe rasders of Toenyg fedia know
that I have mever zuwwestod thal those who ure mose
jueratively employed shen!d give wuo  sheir  luorativo
erﬁp'.uyfnaut and prel'er handspioniog. I heve suid
repeatedly that those only ara  eupested und shenld be
indaced to spia whu hava no other paying employmont
and thst too osly doriog the hows of usemployment.-
The whele theory of handspionioy i Lased upon the
a;ﬂu:[mt,iﬁn that thera aré million: of men snd women
in this Jand whoare idls for us lesst four months in the
vasr for wanb of ruma employment,  There are r:u:lly_
therefore two claisey of puopla who ave expepted o spim,.
thoso who would epin for hive, whom I have alraady mea. .
tioned, and the thinking paré of Iadia who should spia,
for sacrifies by way of example and in erder to cheapen -
Ehuddar, Bot whiist [ eoald wnderstend lahoorers nok
epioning, L von'd not waderstand thelr mpob  wearing
Khaaddar, There was no excuse for o zlngle parson in
that vast snoienco not fo wear Khaddsr,  Girldih can
prodoer and  msanfaetare i#8 owo yarn and  veate
ite owag Ehadder  withoot any  diffienlty, and in
any case cen get all its gupply of Ehuddor roeady-
made and conpwatively chesp from the othor pata of
Bihar.  Bab T notice thas whilat these addrasses admib
shoriaymicgs abaut Khaddar wad the Charkha, they ate
meationed, I Fear, nob 8 sp carpest of reform in the
immediste fufare bat by wny or sonadlation for eontnuing
the game stubo of thingzs. A eonfession is good an'y when
it i3 fntended to be fullowed op by o retracing; it i
worse than nselams when i 19 uzed 0 hardon owoself
I hope that the eopfeszion: made-
in the muny addoesses prasentod L2 me wilt I;-e pracsursm's
of & definifa change. ' '

National Scheols _ we o

From Giridih we came to Hm].hupur. There 1. wag
emiled anen to porform  the openitg coremooy of ifa
nem  oleganit-looking Yttlo Tewa Mall. Tn performing
the openivg ceremony aad in eopgratulating the Manicl-
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pality on possessing its own abode I expressed the hope
that the Muaicipality would make Madhupur a benuty-
spot worthy of the climate and natural sarronndings
it possessed. The difficulties in the way of improving big
cities like Caleatta and Bombay were very great. Bat
in little places like Madhupur, if Municipalities had a very
small income they had also no difficalty to face in keeping
their areas spotlessly clean and free from diseases. I visited
too the national school which Madhupar -boasts. = The
head-master in the address which he read drew &
gloomy picture of the prospecis before him,—decreasing
attendance and decreasing pecupiery support from the
peop'e.  Ho mentioned also that some parents withdrew
their boys because bhacdspinning was compulsory. The
address ssked me to point the way ount of the difficulties
mentioned. I replied that if the teachers believed in
their mission they need not ba disappointed, Ups and
downs in all new institations were their natural lot. Their
difficnlties therefore were the teachers’ testing time.
Those convictions only conld be described as stable which
would stand tho stress of storms. The teachers should
therefore couot no sacrifice too great if they believed
that they had a messsge to deliver to their surroundings
through their echools, They would then remain unconcered
whether there was only ove boy or there were one
huodred in the school, provided it was perfectly clear to
them that they had done their best for the school and
that it was pot th:.ir shortecomiogs that estranged the
parents and the boys but that the very principle for which
they stood was repugnant to them, If they had faith
in haodspinning they wonld not mind the parents with-
drawing their children from the school. If they had
retained spinning only becanse it was a fashion, or
becauss the Congress resolation required it, and not
because they had faith in it, they need not hesitate
then to do away with spioning and retsin the goodwill
of the people, Time has arrived when national teachers
have to make a definite choico for themselves, becaunse,
when new changes aro made there are slways some
people who resent one orall of them. It is only the

teacher with faith in himself and his cavse who counld:

resist opposition to the changes which he considers
to be necessary and which alone perhaps justify the
existenco of his new enterprise.

Miscellaneous

From Madhupur we proceeded {o the Purnea District,
which meant a new surrounding and a new coontry.
For, Purnea District is on the northern bank of the
Ganges, and it lies to the porth-east, All that district
is really the Himalayan terai.  Tho climate and the
people are almost like those of Champaran. We crossed
from Sakrigali Ghat {0 Maninri Ghat, a voyage of about
iwo hours duration, We reached Maniari early in the
moroing.  The people of this plico presented a parse
for the Deshabandho Mencorial. We went from Maniari
by train to Katihar junction where there were the usual
pablic meetiogs. The next day we went to Kishangunj
where also there were the usnal meetings aed a purse,
Kishanganj contains a large Marwadi population. They
had made a good collection. A depatation came to me
complaining that although they were ready and willing to
wear Khaddur they could not get any in Kizhangopj. They
said that the whole of tho cloth trade was in the hands
of the Marwadi merchants who sold only foreign cloth,

becanse, the depatation eaid, the Marwadi merchants told
them it paid them best. I told the depatation, however,
that whilst [ would gladly speak to the Marwadi friends,
their excuse was really inadmissible, hecause if there was
a large demand for Kheddar in Kishaogunj they could
open a cooperative store themselves. It was no use
blaming the Marwadi merchants who were after all in
Kishangunj for their business. It was for those like
the deputation who believed in Khaddar to set the
fashion, go to some tronble in steeking it, and then
indnce Marwadi friends to take it up also. This, however,
I saw, they were not prepared to do. , I told them £00
that if they guarenteed a minimum sale I -would
undertake to persuade Rajendra Bsbu to open a Khaddar
depot in Kishapgunj. This they were not prepared to
risk, 1 spoke to the leading Marwadi merchants who
told me that as a matter of fact for some time some
Marwadis did have some Khaddar in their stores, bot
there was no great demand for it. And they admitted
that there was no special effort made by the Marwadi
merchants to push Khaddar before the publie.

Confusion

¥rom Kishengunj we went to Araria, and from Araria
to Forbesganj, the north-eastern extreme point of Bihar
near which commences the Nepal border, and from where I
was told on a clear day one counld see the magnificent
snowy range . of the Himalayss. Before we reached Forbes-
ganj 1 was inclined to congratnlate Rajendra Babu and’ his
band of workers upon the excellent control they had
obtained upon the people in that, mnlike as on previous
occasions, the vast crowds of ypeople were orderly,
noiseless and exercised examplary self-restraint by rofrain-
ing from besieging me to tonch my feet. I was,
however, disillusioned at Forbesgunj; because the order broke
down there, Tho crowd was immense, 'The meeting ]
had 1o - take place under the fierce sun, The people
had been waiting since morning without any shade over:
head, - Tho noige - and the din were terrible, - 1t was
impossible for me to get any quiet; and volunteers were
unable to restrain the vast crowd from coming to touch
me, The fact ‘is that not moch work had bheen
done there before. The volunteers were new to the
task, The poor fellows tried their best, Nobody was
to blume. It was a new situation and a new experience
for them. And the people were not to be deprived of
what they mast have considered to ba the only oppor-
tanity of coming near me and touchiog me. It is an
affectionate superstition; but it is also most embarra-
gsing for me, 1 spoke to them about Khaddar, about
the spioning wheel, abont temperauce, gambling and
the like; bat I am afraid that it wes all like foreign
speoch to them. Mysterions are the ways of God,
Tens of thoosands of people irresistably drawn to some
one or to some thiog of whom or which they had but
the vaguest idea, I do not know whether they profited
by comiog ‘to ses me, a perfectly strange being to them.
1 do not know whether it was worthwhile my going to
Forbesguoj. Perhaps it is 85 well that we do not kpow
the resulls of all we do, if only we do things for the’
gervice of God and humanity snd do nothing which we'
know to be wropg. - !

Conclusion :
From Forbesgunj we proceeded to Vishanpor which
i3 aboat 25 miles from Parnea. It is a roogh motor
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vide hevassc there is mo . proper metalled rosd.  Thers
waz g trenresdons gathering ip thia villege und 1 was
satprised 10 see 20 mach public spirit io & pluce -s0
remote from the railway line. - Jhe people prezentud
& good pmse for the Memorinl, A oovei . feslare of
this meeting wn3 that a permzment  pizdform wak boilt
for the meeting. It wus neerly fitteen feet high, To
I hriek-befit,  Underneath is a Khaddar Stove. The
whole . conception combines besaty with uwe,  The
mait pleasing fagetion in this village was a oicely built
likrary sad readiog room which I had the privilege of
openiog. Thevs i2 o lurge open wenelosore sarronnding
the libesry building provided with meble benches and
the library itdelf id & memorial to thie decessed wife of
Chandhry [elchand. That in o place like Vishaopur
such an uptodats memcrisl  shoold have been thought
of shows a gresl advunce in  political eduecation of the
tight so-t,  From Vichantor wa csmie buck to Purnsa
which is tho hoadgnariets of the Mistriet where practically
iho Bihnr tonr was concluded with tho psoal funethiens, The
tour really concluded ot Hajipar to whish 1 wos attracted
four jears ago by the youth(ni seal of 2 bapd of
worker: threagh whoze energy a national sohool was
eilablished.  Purnes 1Mstrivt has snpplisd over sevenlteen
thouasnd  rupoes, & part of which iz esrmarked for the
Jhhar (Nations] } Vidyspith, The rest ahoab fiftesn
thoosand i for the Doshebandkv Memoris:  Fond,
Throwghout the Hihar tour inelndiog shi eam tho foral
colisetion for the Memorial swosabted to about 50,000
TOpaed,

1t is aot mth:}uh sorrov that Tam leavipg the simple
snd pood people of Bihar, I hope, if all goes well, to
tinish the buluncve of the Bihar tour esrly pext yest Lat
1 expeet that the DBiharees will ghow moch further
progress in Kladdar and Chavkha doring ihe iLterrening
minths, The whale of the stock of beantiful Khadidar
now lying in its Khaddsr storez shooald bo eleuzed. Lhore
must be magy members of tho A, I. 5. A, corolled and
centres whese poor people sre awaiting volenteers should
i» organised . for epinning. The drink evil should ba
branght under eontrol.

M. K. G.

To Spinners

Lae Beeretary A, I 5 A, wriled (—

Yarms [vom the 4 classes A D O D as well a3
monoy from  Associntes are coming in. O % D denote
Congrress and Digpation respectivelr. The yaras, whieh are
0t properly spun, or which are wot properly laboled as
to their class and which are audor e Epecial
olazz, are regarded ar  donation:.

'he & & B class membars sre reyuested iv mention
«learly whether they wish to  be eurolled sz Congress
members also,

Yarpe and mopsy will chortly be  ackoowlodged.

All vorreapondence regarding yarn or mopey cunmbq-
tiops should be addvessed to

* Tha

£enk

lezhnics] Department, A. I . A.
SFubarmurl’”
Pordons withing w1 have foribs of appliestion or copies
of constitation shoold write to
' 8jt, Jawaharlal Nekru
Secy. A,
107 Ttow

I; S‘- .9';:
ott Hoad, Allalhshnd

A Dilemma

A friecd finds himeelf in s dilerna,  Ha i sorving
in un Ipdiap comrerp that regaires liz forvioes from 8
om0 % poom, Iosuppose with o bresk  for dinnee.
Bng the emnployer: o noé preescribe the kisd or the
qoality of the matensl of which Lii- dries ghoold be
wade.  And by choige thevefore le wewry Souddar,
A foreign fiem, howevar, offers him  doubie the salary
with fewer hours of seiviea bnt will net have lus dresa
made of Khadgar. Now the ¢ifienler which faees him
is this : 1f he accenis the joreign servics he caonob
poly fmprove his wnmterisl poeition bat ges eningh  time
for spioning daily in whieh he believes bat haz t0 deny
himszell Khaddar-dress whiolh be loves. } bhe remaps
where lla 1 he hus to slave for 12 houes, piuch himself
syl ged ne tlme for spineing. What is he to do? I
have dittds hesitation in piving my oplusion. Apart [rom
the guestion of Khaddar, fur a pelivespeeting roan vhe
Forergeer's tempting offer is toially nemvceptable for the
smyle repson thet tr is ecupled with mo ondoo Testrednd
npoin oooB  liberly, eEpCeisu¥T when thab reakraint s
wpuingt natiopal izueresy sod fvom the fact: stated is due
i projodice pwainst Khadder,  Coomerid foo, 1 would
apy day pralur liberry {0 wewr Khaddue alihoogh for
woel of time spioning may have to ba gscrificed for the
Wme being., U0 ali wero obliged to discard Khadder
spinping will have oo valuw, ‘Lhe virwe of spincing
i# oot sbgolate bur relative. 1F the product of splouing
i3 nit marketubls it wowd b2 a eriel mockery to cali
upen millions of semi-tlerved men aod wemen 10 &pio.
The need of the fime i3 therefore popnlavizsion of
Khaddar wear. &pinning is andoubtedly ueceesary, Bub
when there i: a choice between sploniog  and  wearing
lfhaddar noturally the islisr hss the cadispated pre.
furonse,  Spinping is requivad from those who wanb to
add to their slenders respurses and thab too duiing spara
hours nud wishiont payments 1r0n these who fave (o
io spure for givmg ovon o few moments' fabour in thot
partenlar torm to the nation.  la the oease in pouns
the will to epin heiag thera the {ime will cerwainly be
{ound in Probably 1he  correspundent
has to go by tram ov tmain to hiz offies.  Leb him take
the Fuki with him snd give the old momenty to il
Thete ore many wichin my koowlodge who are thus
ulilising their vdd momeuwts, 1T therefors hopa that the
correspondont will never, for any temptation, give wp his
Khaddar wenr., I lind hope that fhe prejodios agalnst
Ebeddar bud dicd dewn in tho forelen mercantile firms.
Whe Forgpean mevehonts in Caleatla to whom I had
the pivilege of lalking showed o prejndice against
Khaddar wear, L wish  that  iofwcutial  {Uecoposn
motehante who moy gee this paregraph will oxert their
nflnence 1o vemove the prejudics Teported by my oorres.
pondent.  And I & high thwe for Iodisz firns fo
tamodel thelr businesfes 86 us o cortall the inordipately
lopg hours for which theiv employees ave dekained, The
varld's sxperience shows that Towg honrs do not mean move
bat aciually lesz work. It simply reqairee a Betle eooenge
and & littlo initfative t0 mwle the much neslal reform
voranturily aud  geperoosly—a rsform that 1: otherwize
Brand t31 ¢ome in aay case, Dut then when i comes
wuder presswee io will have last ail its prace, Shortar
hours for emplovess g o world moverieat which nokody
can step. Wil no: vhe Indian Ohrmbver of Comm aroe b
sotne sach meremtile Aazpeistion fond ihe way ¥ MEK.G:

die  ogurie,



364

DOFRE K

Uctober 22, 1985

Practical Vedanta
{ By O, 5. Awidrews )

My own onrlior instenction in Traetlcal Vedants owme

wudy if L may a0 call him, my teaoher in this subjech

cOne of hizs disciples askod we to write 1he proface to

works, called " Ta 1he words of Melf
While doing this, T was stvnek theoagh-

hiv  eodlectad
Blealisutinn .

out by the practicsl way in which Swamifl ireatod his

. Babjoot, and also by the spiciuval strength in bis daily

- life which the Vedants doctrine gave him,

Ho gremnod
10 gain an iancr power from i, which epabled him to

w0 through all manner of hardship: cheerfolly and
. fayfully. S

. emphasised it in a whowsand  ways.

Vedunila,

o the Gospels, : _
. him, thal veligions ace pow really dilfezeat, kot ovganically

TTtam Tiveth,

‘Bwami Haom Tivach did woother thing, which helped
me very woch ipdead Tor ke related this doseine of
Practicn] Vedanta t0 tho tesching of Jesus and showed
mo for the first 4ime how truly Jesns Himeeil recoguoised
the epirit of uwcity which uuderlie ke teaching of
This he szerwplified, in yuite & vomowrlkeble
manper, by his disoourse en what tho Churistians oall,
¢ The Lord’s Prayer’. Tn other wanys, nlio, the Swami
related Lis ¢wn teachivg to that of Chriet s veecrded
Tt wus o {uedamental prineiple with

one: that it is the wnity, wederlyiny ol reiigions, which
ig the greatsst of wil things 1o resliso and practice,—

joat as i §5 cadentin? for all troe thinking to begin with

tha omity ol God,

When I eame to .thiock ont the whele sobject I
Tonnd that thers are cerlsin sides of Chrissan teachipy
which remarkually corroborsted the teauching of Swami
Firet of all, thers wis the docivine of
Unity, whick Christ Tlimeell tanght In the fsmous words:
o1 apd My Yather wre one,” o shoold bo noticed that,

Cin the Oreck Yext of the New Lestament, the word Hue"
- 35 in the wewler, oot in the mosecline.

Buch 8 phrase
el Uvan Apl T
IFubher i1

correrpongs with the Sanskiil words
+ Thou nrt that'. . Thiz Openess with the
really the lountain-head of wl} Christe teashings.  He
He wlso acted it
ont in practice.  Comgpare, fur dcstaccs, this passage
Afylie no whongbht  for the moreew.  Coosider the
Lilien of tho field bhow they grow; they toil nof, ueither

. do they spin; and yet T sy onko Foo thet Soicmop in

. #ll bix glery wes not syrayed ke cne of these. There-

fors, if God so clotha tho grass of tho ficld, whish todsy
i3 and to-moriow I8 cost ioto the oven, hew much more
shall He clothe yos, O ye of littla faith ¥,

"Thid paizage about the lilies of. the told hag reivigded
me more than
“awn Bfe. For ho ook no theught for the woreow,
Hs grew, iun beauly of sonl, like one of the lilies of tho
fiwld, He wad gy happr es the bizde of the air. Cheist
spoko afse of s Holy &nint, which shoald  Awell

in the hearls of all those who ecasme to Him. It wag,

~ he eaid, His owo inmer apirie which shoold be their own

inper gpirit. This Holy Spirit wes the divine Huht within

the sl Bvery toge Cheristian believes in this and locks for

 the Holy Spirit's guidance In all the diffieclides of life,
"-Here, again, I find in this Christian doctrine of the Holy

Bpirit withif s the kindred tcaching t0 thas of the

.the GOsuges before they meet at Iravag.

miac of .,

unj'thir:g cles of Swamd Bam Tiesthy

"

T 1‘-\1: ; 3 1y y
Vedagta—"Tht Tram Asl “—% Thon set that”,. Yoo

"t the Christign, the Hoty Spivit ie God himealf within

tha.gou!, Fho reore T have thooght over the likeness

- heve to t_i‘ﬁ;%a'zchiug of DPractienl Vedapite, the more
from = sludy of the works of Syami Ram Tirath, Fio

jatimate’ 1 have fonad the . comnection Uebween the
Christian Tenching on the one hend and the Vedanin
Teaching oo the other f '

Thera i3 o (hird practics] way in which ihe foliuwer
of Chyist Jessrs to wrderstapd the Vedanta,  L'0F
Christ huy said ageln sod sgaiv, thab He Hipeell 15
ddrinely treeent in sll who  ste poor nud sick and 112
peed of our help. Ilo is the *Daridra Narayad
within hmwanity—* 1 was bupgry " Chaict Bﬂ}"ﬁ. Hapd
¥e gave me tood to est; I wus thively and ye guve me
water to drink; 1 wag naked und ve clothed me; 1 wans
sick and iu prison smd ye vivited me, in s much a3
ye dud it unio ove of the least of thete my brethern ye
dil it wolo me"

ere again, in symbolic langnage, but in g nreokisal
form, I fud the identity expresred hetwesn the Anna
nit  the  FParsmatms, whick i the wiiimate
priveipte of the Advsitam,: ‘Lhere i uleo the divect
rslive 10 love and compassion snd service, which carrics
forward the Veusutn jcenl into (he eouereto world of
reality, '

A whole [eld of approsimation between the  hest
ghonrhts in the Wesb snd the decpeet teaching of the
Lust lies open for those who are rosdy to explore and
wia it {or the fruitful gervice of mankind.

In the CUniled Proviness, thero it & lwge aren of
very fertile poil called the Doabh., It forms the wtervening
conntry Lelween the two groat rivers of the Jumus aod
Y'his  vREt
srey deponds for ite porecnial fertility npon the enuels
whish have beon cwd for lvganen between the two
mvers on cither gide.  Bimilarly, the two greab vivers
of rebiwous thought, whieh huve their Seurces fur apart
in the Wost and Fase, sre worely apprﬂzim&ﬁng today.
Chriztian thooghs ou the one bupd, and Hizdn Bodahist
Ehlf}ng."?t o tira gther, are drawipg nearcr and nearer bt
their drue Frayag in the futnrs,  We omselves in 1his
generstion can nelp  formud  that  approximation by
colbiug crozs-channels of inter-connezion hetwsen them,
which  shal) LEE R Duoak  of the. modern

fordtiza  the
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